
                        Sioux County School Board of Education   
District # 83-0500 

                                Regular School Board Meeting        

                                                                   May 9, 2022                                
6:00 P.M. 

Family Consumer Science Room-SCHS 

Zoom Link: https://zoom.us/j/98555096886 

 

 

1. Meeting called to order by President Shon Whetham at 6:06 p.m. 

 

2. Open Meetings Act  

 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

4. Attendance:   Present    

  Pat Andersen  Yes 

  Joleen Falkenburg  Yes 

  David Howell  Yes            

  Syd Meidell   Yes 

  Jud Skavdahl  Yes     

  Shon Whetham  Yes     

 

5. Consent Agenda 

(1) Motion by Whetham, seconded by Skavdahl to accept the consent agenda: 

(2) Reading of minutes from previous meeting 

(3) Agenda as presented 

(4) Excuse absent board members 

(5) Accept treasurer’s report and approve the payment of the bills 

(6) The meeting notice was published in the Harrison Sun on May 4, 2022. 

 

 

On roll call vote: Pat Andersen-yes; Joleen Falkenburg-yes; David Howell-yes;  

                   Syd Meidell-yes; Jud Skavdahl-yes; Shon Whetham-yes. 

 

 Motion Carried 6-0. 

 

 

6. Staff/Student Recognition - A Pat on the Back 

     Congratulations to the following students and staff members:  

Mr. Swisher once again did a nice job of organizing the All School Banquet, prom and 

graduation.  

https://zoom.us/j/98555096886


Annette Oldaker would like to thank the staff at the grade school for taking care of their rooms 

while she was out last week and showing so much concern. She would like to thank Echo Juhnke 

for cleaning the school for her on Sunday. 

 

From Mr. Rojas-Skylar Edmund, Kailey Klein, and Michael Sanderson. These 3 graduates 

helped start and maintain the success of the zero hour/morning lifting class. They are the 3 

students from the original group that started the class during their sophomore year and continued 

all the way through their graduation. Michael switched to the afternoon class his final semester 

but continued to come in early in order to provide a training partner for one of his classmates. 

Skylar and Kailey have set an excellent example for all other female students looking to improve 

their health and athletic performance through strength training. Their time and efforts not only 

helped them earn success as high school athletes but will continue to have a positive impact on 

their health for the rest of their lives and will be a part of the positive legacy they leave behind at 

Sioux County. 

 

Mrs. Hughson recognizes her 7th grade class-My seventh graders are always willing to jump up 

and help do whatever needs to be done without whining and complaining. From cleaning the 

lunchroom, to carrying heavy materials up and down stairs, they love to work to help others. 

They have been so fun to have in class and I am going to miss them so much! Thanks parents: 

Kreins, Monroes, Langs, and Skavdahls for raising kids with a great work ethic and 

caring hearts.  

 

Colton Vantine, 4th grade at Pink School, gets a Pat on the Back for changing the speech 

teacher’s flat tire on May 3rd. He did a very good job! 

 

Mrs. Dunn recognizes Sarah Schaff, our ESU Speech/Language Pathologist for the last four 

years. She has done an excellent job of working with our students, always keeping them engaged 

and going out of her way to consider their interests! Sarah has been fantastic to work with. 

 

Mrs. Reisig- would like to thank everyone at Sioux County High School for their attention, dedication 

and patience with her son Randall for these past three years.  It has been more of a rough ride than smooth 

sailing but he made it and we are all grateful. 
    

7. Recognition of Visitors/Individuals Wishing to Address the Board 

Dr. Gies, Mr. Swisher, Kerri Rempp, Jessica Turbiville, Lora Andersen.  

Duane Grimm, John Geiser addressed the board and requested they start using more 

common sense in their decision making. 

 

 

8.  Discussion and/or Reports 

      A.) Superintendent’s Report 
Construction Update- David Howell and Dr. Gies met with the architects, mechanical, 

electrical and civil engineers on April 20 to discuss the design and layout of the new school. 

Our next meeting is scheduled for May 24. 

Highlights of the April meeting include the following: 

1. The interior designer will meet with a team of elementary teachers to select carpet, room 

colors for walls, cabinets and counter tops, etc. on June 1st. 



2. The plans are revised based on discussion with the engineers and architects as they dig 

deeper into the layout of rooms.  

3. The tentative timeline is as follows- May 24: 90% completion meeting (the plans will be 

90% completed), June 1: Interior design meeting with teachers; June 10: Plans go public to 

bid; July 8: Bids are submitted for review. 

4. The transformer size was brought into question. The size needed is on backorder for 60 

weeks with NEA and has dramatically risen in cost. Alternative options are being 

investigated.  

5. Classrooms will have their own HVAC controls supplied by roof top units. 

6. The diaper changing station will be larger than an infant changing station. It will cost 

approximately $10,000 and require electricity to lower and raise the station.   

7. ESU has determined the where to locate all the drops for technology.   

 

Panhandle Beginnings Day Treatment 

The billing for the month of March came to a total of $9,464.40. We are charged $219.00 

per day for instruction, $268.00 per day for transportation, and a monthly access fee of 

$666.60. We were approved to join the consortium for next school year which will reduce 

our fee structure. The new fees have not been set as of yet.  

 

E-rate Grant 

The erate grant for cabling the new school and SCHS was approved. The total project cost 

for cabling is $53,375. We will receive $32,025 from the grant. That leaves us paying 

$21,350.  

The second part of the grant was approved. The total project cost is $23,551.08. We were 

approved for $14,130.65. That leaves us paying $9,419.43. 

 

Bleachers-are assembled. Phillip and the summer maintenance crew are setting forms and 

preparing to pour concrete. 

 

 

B.) Principal’s Report 

            Continuous Improvement Plan Report 

 

 

C.) Board Reports 

Member Falkenburg complimented Dr. Gies for securing donations to purchase   

football field bleachers without an extra burden to the tax payers. 

 

      D.) Discussion Items 

 Non-Public Collaboration Meeting 

 No patrons were present for this meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 



9.  Action Items 

 

A.) Motion by Howell, seconded by Meidell to approve school board policies: Personnel 

4130-4190 with revisions. 

 

            On roll call vote: Joleen Falkenburg-yes; David Howell-yes; Syd Meidell-yes; 

         Jud Skavdahl-yes; Shon Whetham-yes; Pat Andersen-yes. 

 

Motion Carried 6-0. 

 

 

B.) Motion by Whetham, seconded by Falkenburg to approve the SCS job descriptions 

with revisions. 

 

        On roll call vote: David Howell-yes; Syd Meidell-yes; Jud Skavdahl-yes;  

                Shon Whetham-yes; Pat Andersen-yes; Joleen Falkenburg-yes. 

 

 

Motion Carried 6-0. 

 

 

C.) Motion by Falkenburg, seconded by Skavdahl to approve the 2022-23 Student and 

Faculty Handbooks. 

 

            On roll call vote: Syd Meidell-yes; Jud Skavdahl-yes; Shon Whetham-yes;  

         Pat Andersen-yes; Joleen Falkenburg-yes; David Howell-yes. 
 

Motion Carried 6-0. 

 

 

 

10. Next regular meeting is Monday, June 13th at 6:00 p.m.     

  

 

11. Adjourn 

Motion by Howell, seconded by Whetham to adjourn the meeting at 7:13 p.m.   

 

Motion carried by unanimous vote. 


